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Technologies are breaking down –What next?
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Breakdown of Bt-cotton: Are bollworms 
having the last laugh? 
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Breakdown of new insecticides: Sucking 
pests are marauding.
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The glyphosate question: Prospects of 
(GM) RRFlex cotton?
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Breakdown of natural resistance: Cotton 
leaf curl virus (CLCuV) is back 
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“The current vogue for poisons has failed utterly to 
take into account these most fundamental considerations. 
As crude a weapon as the cave man’s club, the chemical 
barrage has been hurled against the fabric of life a fabric 
on the one hand delicate and destructible, on the other 
miraculously tough and resilient, and capable of striking 
back in unexpected ways. These extraordinary capacities 
of life have been ignored by the practitioners of chemical 
control who have brought to their task no “high-minded 
orientation,” no humility before the vast forces with which 
they tamper.”

“We stand now where two roads diverge. But unlike 
the roads in Robert Frost’s familiar poem, they are not 
equally fair. The road we have long been travelling is 
deceptively easy, a smooth superhighway on which we 
progress with great speed, but at its end lies disaster. The 
other fork of the road the one “less travelled by” offers our 
last, our only chance to reach a destination that assures the 
preservation of our earth.”

- Rachel Carson, 1962, Silent Spring.

(The views expressed in this column are of the 
author and not that of Cotton Association of India)


