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Boll of nano variety released by ICAR-CICR-RS, Coimbatore,
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Cotton News and Innovations — April 2023
Research Notes Clipping

Push-Pull strategy for management of pink bollworm in Cotton

Shah Vivek!, Pooja Verma? and Rachna Pande?
1 -Scientist, Agricultural Entomology, ICAR- CICR, Nagpur
2- Scientist, Plant Biochemistry, ICAR- CICR, Nagpur
3- Senior Scientist, Agricultural Entomology, ICAR- CICR, Nagpur

Fatty acids namely oleic and linoleic acids were identified as oviposition deterrents to pink bollworm.
Vegetable oils containing these fatty acids have shown oviposition deterrent effect under laboratory
conditions and reduction in boll damage under field conditions. However, in order to utilize these fatty acids

in pest management there is need to have suitable, economical viable option.

Volatile compounds identified from square extracts of all the four cultivated species of cotton were
found to be common. a/f pinene, carene, y terpinene, a copaene, caryophyllene and humulene were
identified as major compounds. However, their relative proportion in the blend varies from species to
species that impart relative preference to pink bollworm for egg laying. Higher proportion of caryophyllene
over pinene is present in G. arboretum. Pinene, careen, caryophyllene (2: 2: 5) cotton with presence of y
terpinene reduces oviposition preference of pink bollworm. Order of preference of pink bollworm for

oviposition is G. hirsutum>G. barbadense> G. arboreum> G. herbacium.
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CICR Happenings
ICAR-CICR Celebrated 47th Foundation day

ICAR-CICR celebrated its 47th Foundation day on 01st April 2023 with bliss and fervour. Prof. Deepak
Pental, Ex- Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi- South Campus, New Delhi participated as Chief Guest
and delivered a lecture on “More than thirty years of mustard breeding: lessons learnt, and some thoughts
on cotton breeding”. Shri. Sunil Kedar, Member of legislative Assembly and former Cabinet Minister graced
the occasion. Dr CD Mayee, Former Chairman (ASRB), Dr NG Patil, Director, ICAR-NBSS&LUP and Dr
DK Ghosh, Director, ICAR-CCRI Nagpur also participated as Guests of Honour. The programme was
organized in Hybrid Mode. About 250 participants attended the program.
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Annual Group Meeting on All India Coordinated Research Project (AICRP) on Cotton
was held at PAU, Ludhiana

The Annual Group Meeting on All India Coordinated Research Project (AICRP) on Cotton was held
at PAU, Ludhiana from April 06"-07™, 2023. The inaugural session started with welcome address by Dr.
Ajmer Singh Dhatt, Director of Research, PAU, Ludhiana. The AICRP Research Highlights were presented
by the Project Coordinator & Head, ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Coimbatore. The Special Address was
delivered by Dr. Y.G. Prasad, Director, ICAR - CICR, Nagpur, Dr. Shukla, Director, ICAR-CIRCOT,
Mumbai, Dr. R.K. Singh, ADG (CC), ICAR, New Delhi, and Dr. C.D. Mayee, former ASRB Chairman. The
publications like AICRP Annual Report, NFSM-FLD Annual Report and other Publications were released.
Dr. T.R. Sharma, DDG (CS), ICAR, New Delhi delivered the presidential Address of the group meeting.
The meeting ended with vote of thanks by Dr. Paramijit Singh, Convener, Annual Group Meeting. The
Research highlights for the period 2022-2023 were presented by Dr. K. Rathinavel, Project Coordinator
(Cotton Improvement). Dr. T. R. Sharma, Deputy Director General, Crop Science (DDG CS), ICAR
delivered the presidential address and flagged key research challenges.

ITTERY IS T oma it LA LR R

DDG (CS) referred to the new EFC initiative on genome editing in several crops including cotton. He
highlighted the great potential of genome editing and speed breeding techniques in hastening the
development and release of improved genotypes with desired traits for biotic stress tolerance, yield and
fiore quality. Dr. C.D. Mayee, Chairman, Programme Advisory and Monitoring Committee (PMAC)
emphasized to prioritize public sector research on tetraploid cottons which occupy > 95% of the cotton
area. Dr. R. K. Singh, ADG (CC), ICAR, New Delhi in his address emphasized that programme on high
density planting system (HDPS) must be strengthened. He suggested that high density planting system
(HDPS) and closer spacing (doubling of plant population with canopy management) are potential scalable
technologies and for this suitable varieties and hybrids (compact, high boll weight, early maturing
genotypes) need to be identified.
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This will help in increasing productivity in 25 % of cotton area (3.8 m ha) which are niche area for HDPS
spread across the States of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Telangana. Dr. Y. G. Prasad, Director,
ICAR-CICR, Nagpur informed the house that during 2022-23, Textile Advisory Group (TAG) discussed
cotton production and productivity challenges and quality of cotton production among the stakeholders
engaged in the cotton value chain. He also highlighted the increasing problems of Whitefly and CLCuV in
the North Zone; boll rot in Central Zone and tobacco streak virus (TSV) in the south zone. Survey of TSV
affected areas in Andhra Pradesh indicated up to 40 % incidence. He suggested that Nandyal centre to
screen and identify TSV tolerant genotypes/lines. Bt varieties under HDPS system produced comparable
yields with that of ruling hybrids in NFSM FLD demonstrations.

a Fre

As higher seed rate is required for HDPS, he stressed on the need for developing BG Il compact varieties
at the earliest. CICR exchanged germplasm and serviced all indents raised by public sector researchers
during 2022-23. MTAs have been obtained to service germplasm indents from the private sector and will
be processed for exchange as per guidelines. Positive impact of NFSM-IRM project implemented across
21 AICRP centres across the country and demonstration of mating disruption technology for PBW
management across 20 districts by KVKs was highlighted. Dr. S. K. Shukla, Director, ICAR-CIRCOT,
Mumbai in his presentation, analyzed and highlighted quality aspect across entries tested under the AICRP
on Cotton system.
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The meeting was conducted in f|ve sessions viz., Sessmn I: ReV|eW of results of AICRP trlals durlng 2022-
23, Session Il Interactive session with stakeholders (PPP) - Panel Discussions Session lll: Transfer of
Technology- Front Line Demonstrations, Session IV: Varietal Identification Committee Meeting and
Concurrent Session V: Discipline wise discussion of results of 2022-23 and formulation of Technical
Programme for 2023-24.

The review of results of AICRP trials 2022-23 was conducted on 6™ April, 2023 during the AICRP on Cotton
Annual Group Meet held at PAU, Ludhiana. The meeting was chaired by Dr. TR Sharma, DDG (Crop
Science), ICAR, New Delhi; Co-chaired by Dr. RK Singh, Assistant Director General (CC), ICAR, New
Delhi; and Dr. YG Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur. Dr. CD Mayee, Ex Chairman, ASRB, New
Delhi & Chairman of the AICRP on Cotton Project Monitoring and Advisory Committee (PMAC), esteemed
members of PMAC viz., Dr. Surender Sewach, Former Director of Research, CCSHAU, Hisar, Dr. SV
Sarode, Ex Director Research, PDKV, Akola and Dr. M. S. Bhullar, Head, Department of Agronomy, PAU,
Ludhiana reviwed ther the presentations during the session. Dr Shukla, Director, CIRCOT, Mumbai and
Dr. K. Rathinavel, Project Coordinator (AICRP on Cotton) & Member Secretary were present.

During the interactive session with Stakeholders (PPP) conducted during 6™ April 2023, representatives
from NSAI, FSIl and Fertilizer Industries participated and shared their views on increasing productivity of
the cotton crop. The expectations from AICRP were shared by the private partners. During the TOT
session, Dr. C.D. Mayee, Chairman, PMAC welcomed the participants and emphasized the importance of
conducting Front Line Demonstrations to enhance the productivity of cotton in farmers’ fields. Dr. S. Usha
Rani, Principal Scientist, ICAR-CICR, RS, Coimbatore, presented center-wise progress of NFSM-Front
Line Demonstrations conducted during 2022-23 and proposed new program for the year 2023-24. The
technical program for the ensuing season for all the disciplines was discussed during Session V.
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ICAR-CICR organized one day “Farmers Training, Exposure visit cum Input Distribution” program
under DAPST

One day “Farmer’s training, Exposure Visit cum Input Distribution” program was organized on 28™ April,
2023 at ICAR-CICR, Nagpur under centrally sponsored development action plan for schedule tribes,
DAPST (formerly Tribal Sub Plan) scheme. During this occasion, a team of scientists and subject experts
comprising Dr. Dipak T. Nagrale, Senior Scientist (Plant Pathology) & DAPST Nodal Officer (l/c), Dr.
Ramkrushna G.I., Senior Scientist (Agronomy), Dr. Ulhas Galkate, SMS (Veterinary science), KVK-CICR,
Nagpur, Dr. S. H. Thube, Scientist (Agri. Entomology) and Dr. T. Prabhulinga interacted and guided the
tribal farmers on several issues of cotton crop production, pests and diseases management, farm
mechanization, cotton post-harvest management practices, animal husbandry and integrated farming
systems. The program was presided over by Dr. YG. Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur and addressed
participant farmers on chemical residue free agriculture, use of organic inputs, nutrition securities and
adoption of advanced techniques and improved technologies devised by the institute.
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Intomational Year of Millets

At the outset, Dr. Dipak T. Nagrale briefed about the DAPST scheme implemented for development of
tribal farmers with advanced agro techniques of cultivation and their overall livelihood enhancement. Dr.
Ramakrishna G.I. explained about organic cotton cultivation practices and post-harvest management in
cotton. Dr. Ulhas Galkate briefed about the importance of selection of improved breeds for dairy and goat
farming, importance of artificial insemination and vaccination, animal feed and nutrition for animal health.
During the event, agricultural battery-operated sprayer and vegetable seeds kit as nutritional security were
distributed to the participant tribal farmers of Nagpur district. Dr. Dipak T. Nagrale explained about cotton
diseases and boll rot management with importance of seed treatment in cotton and other field crops. Dr.
SH Thube summarized the biocontrol agents and biopesticides application in cotton pest management.
Similarly, Dr. T. Prabhulinga educated the farmers on bollworm and sucking pest complex management in
cotton. During exposure visits to CICR-KVK, composting units and IFS model, Mrs. Sunita Chauhan
sensitized the farmers on importance of IFS model, organic inputs like “Dashparni, Panchgavya, Jivamrut
and FYM/composts” in maintaining soil fertility and maximizing farm produce with reduced cost of
cultivation in agriculture. Dr. Dipak T. Nagrale was the convenor of the whole training program. Mr. Suijit
Kumbhare, Technical officer (T-2) assisted in farmers’ registration and coordinated the program. Vote of
thanks was proposed by Mr. Sujit Kumbhare. Sixteen tribal farmers from Umred cluster, Nagpur district
attended the program.
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Training cum distribution of Vegetable kit to SC farmers in MGMG-Umred cluster

Under the “Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav” (MGMG-Umred cluster) programme, a team of scientists visited the
adopted villages, Welsakhra, Godhani and Thombra on 3™ April 2023 to conduct training program and
distribution of vegetable kits to the SC farmers. Selected beneficiary SC farmers were asked to gather at
village Gram Panchayat and discussed various issues on agricultural practices to be followed in vegetable
crops. Dr. Sunil Mahajan (Pr. Scientist, Seed Technology), Dr. Rachna Pande (Sr. Scientist, Entomology),
Dr. NS Hiremani (Scientist, Plant Pathology), coordinated the distribution programme. Dr. Sunil Mahajan
explained the SCSP scheme and importance of growing vegetables during off season to the beneficiaries.
Dr. Rachna Pande and Dr. NS Hiremani briefed about the package and practices of vegetable crops, their
pests and diseases management, respectively to the farmers. Vegetable kit packets containing seeds of
different vegetable crops like, coriander, pumpkin, bitter gourd, smooth gourd, Khira, spinach, brinjal,
tomato and beans were distributed to the beneficiary SC farmers under the Development Action Plan for
Schedule Caste (SCSP-Umred cluster). Mr Akshay Kamble (Technical Officer 1), Mr. Ashwin Meshram
and Mr. Vijay Gaikwad arranged the logistics support for carrying vegetable kits and facilitated in
registratjon ?nd distribution.

Institute joint Staff Council Meeting

IJSC meeting was conducted during April 18, 2023 under the chairmanship of Director, ICAR- CICR,
Nagpur and attended by other members of IJSC from the Head Quarters. On the same day, Scientists’
meet and all staff meeting were also organized and Director Dr. YG Prasad, Chief Administrative Officer,
Shri. Goswamy, Finance and Accounts foicer, Shri.SK Sine'h' addressed the gathering.
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Students visit ICAR-CICR, RS, Coimbatore

A five day training programme on ‘Exposure to Agricultural Aspects of Cotton Research (RAWE 2019)’
was conducted for final year B.Sc (Ag.) students of Amrita School of Agricultural Sciences, Coimbatore
from 23" to 315t March 2023 and the valedictory session was conducted on 31 st March 2023. Lectures
were delivered on various aspects of cotton by the scientists of the station. Field visits and lab visits were
arranged during their training programme.

k: B iy
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One hundred and eight, second year B. Sc. (Hons) Agriculture students from Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham, School of Agricultural Sciences, P. Nagar, Arasampalayam, Coimbatore visited the
Regional Station of ICAR, CICR, Coimbatore on April 20, 2023 as part of their course work programme.
Lectures on importance of cotton and institutional activities, cotton variety, fibre quality, improved cotton
production technologies were delivered by Dr. K. Baghyalakshmi, Scientist (Genetics and Plant Breeding),
Dr A. Manivannan, Senior Scientist (Genetics and Plant Breeding), and Dr. R. Raja, Principal Scientist
(Agronomy). They got acquainted with the inception, research activities and significant achievements in
various research activities of the station.
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Interstate Consultative Meeting at Kheti Bhawan, Bathinda jointly organized by PAU, Ludhiana and
ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Sirsa

Dr. Rishi Kumar, Head (I/c) & Principal Scientist, (Entomology), ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Sirsa
attended ‘Interstate Consultative Meeting’ at Kheti Bhawan, Bathinda on April 11, 2023. The meeting was
chaired by Hon’ble Vice- Chancellor, PAU Ludhiana and also attended by, Director of Agriculture (Punjab)
State, Joint Director Agriculture (Cotton) and Deputy Directors of Agriculture of cotton growing Districts of
Haryana. Sowing plan, canal water supply in time, seed supply and off season survival of PBW was
discussed in the meeting.
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Scientists’ Corner:

e Dr. Rishi Kumar, Head (I/c) and Principal Scientist (Entomology), Dr. S. K. Sain, Principal Scientist (Plant
pathology), Dr. Amarpreet Singh, Scientist (ss), (Agronomy), Dr. Subhash Chandra, Scientist (SS) Plant
Breeding, Dr. Debashis Paul, Scientist (Seed Technology), Satpal Singh (T-3) and Sanjeev Kumar (T-
2), ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Sirsa attended the ICAR- CICR foundation day on April 01, 2023
through hybrid mode. Dr. Rishi Kumar, Principal Scientist received best collaborative research award
for the year 2022-23.

e Dr YG Prasad, Director ICAR-CICR participated in the Expert Group Meeting to develop Road Map of
the Clean Plant Programme (CPP) in India under Atmanirbhar Bharat Clean Plant Programme of Gol
on 03 April 2023 under the Chairmanship of Dr Himanshu Pathak, Hon'ble DG and President, National
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS) organized by the NAAS through Zoom.

e Dr YG Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR attended Meeting of Parliamentary Consultative Committee of the
Ministry of Textiles on the Subject Developments and recent initiatives related to cotton at Main
Committee Room, Parliament Annexe, New Delhi on 05" April 2023 organized by Ministry of Textiles,
New Delhi.

e Dr. Rishi Kumar, Head (I/c) and Principal Scientist (Entomology), Dr. S. K. Sain, Principal Scientist (Plant
pathology), Dr. Amarpreet Singh, Scientist (SS), (Agronomy), Dr. Subhash Chandra, Scientist (SS) Plant
Breeding and Dr. Debashis Paul, Scientist (Seed Technology) from ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Sirsa
attended Annual Group meeting on AICRP (Cotton) at PAU, Ludiana during April 06-07, 2023.

e Dr. Rishi Kumar, (Principal Investigator- Entomology, AICRP on Cotton) and Dr. S. K. Sain, (Principal
Investigator- Plant Pathology, AICRP on Cotton) presented the progress report of experiments
conducted during 2022-23 and finalized the technical program for 2023-24 season under Entomology
and Plant Pathology, respectively.

e Dr. Rishi Kumar, (Principal Investigator-Entomology, AICRP on Cotton) and Dr. S. K. Sain, (Principal
Investigator- Plant Pathology, AICRP on Cotton) attended ‘Central Variety Identification Committee’
meeting for Non Bt varieties; Hybrids at PAU, Ludhiana as expert member for Entomology and Plant
Pathology, respectively on April 06, 2023.

e Dr YG Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR attended the Annual Group Meeting of AICRP on Cotton during 6-
7th April, 2023 and delivered special address on the Inaugural Session and acted as Co-Chairman on
Review of results of AICRP trials during 2022-23 at PAU Ludhiana organized by ICAR, New Delhi &
PAU Ludhiana.

e Dr YG Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR attended the Academic Council meeting on 10" April 2023 at
through virtual mode organized by MPKV, Rahuri.

e Dr. Mittali Sethi, IAS, Director, VANAMATI, Nagpur visited ICAR-CICR on 10" April 2023.

e The "Father of Indian Constitution" Bharat Ratna Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's 132" birthday was
commemorated on Friday, April 14, 2023. A program has been organized at the Reception & Library of
ICAR-CICR, Nagpur. All the staff members of ICAR-CICR attended the programme.

e Dr YG Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR attended the 1JSC meeting and Hindi Workshop at CICR RS,
Coimbatore on 18" April, 2023 and interaction meeting with scientists & staff of CICR, RS, Coimbatore
organized by ICAR-CICR, Nagpur.

e DrYG Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR attended the fourth meeting of the Committee on Cotton production
and consumption (COCPC) for the cotton season 2022-23 was held under the Chairpersonship of Smt.
Roop Rashi, Textile Commissioner on 20.04.2023 through video Conferencing.

e Dr YG Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR, attended sixth Textile Advisory Group (TAG) interactive meeting and
presented on the progress of project 'Holistic Plan for Development of Cotton Economy' under the chairmanship
of Honorable Minister of Textiles, GOI, Shri Piyush Goyal on 22" April, 2023 at the Imperial Palace, Rajkot,
Guijarat.

e Dr (Mrs.) P. Nalayini, Principal Scientist (Agronomy) has been invited to deliver a talk on Importance and
Challenges of ELS cotton for Indian Textile industry in one day workshop on Productivity Improvement Challenges
and Remedies in Cotton Farming with special emphasis on ELS cotton farming on April 24, 2023 at the Sardar
Vallabhai Patel International School of Textiles and Management (SVPISTM), Coimbatore. Ex CMD CCI and
present director of SVPISTM, Madam Alli Rani, Ex CMD CCI and now advisor to textile ministry Shri Agarwal, Dr
Rositza, Gez, Dr. Rathinavel, Head, CICR RS, Coimbatore, CEOs from industries, sixty cotton farmers, students
and staff members of SVPISTM patrticipated in the program.
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eDr. Rishi Kumar, Head (I/c) and Principal Scientist (Entomology) attended AICRP draft proceeding
finalization meeting held on April 24, 2023 with the entomologists of coordinating centers for the cropping
season 2023-24.

¢ ICAR-CICR celebrated World Intellectual Property Day on 26™ April, 2023. Dr. Priti Tayade (Gosavi), IP
Specialist, Raman Science Centre, Nagpur delivered a lecture on the theme "Women and IP: Accelerating
Innovation and Creativity". All the ICAR-CICR Staff participated in the programme.

e Dr. K. Baghyalakshmi, participated in 5 days Faculty Development Program (Online) on "Innovative
Research on Millets for Food and Nutritional Security” from April 26 to 30, 2023 organized by the School
of Agriculture, Galgotias University, Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh (India)

¢ Dr. Rishi Kumar, Head (l/c) and Principal Scientist (Entomology), Dr. S. K. Sain, Principal Scientist (Plant
pathology), Dr. Amarpreet Singh, Scientist (SS), (Agronomy), Dr. Subhash Chandra, Scientist (SS) Plant
Breeding and Dr. Debashis Paul, Scientist (Seed Technology) from ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Sirsa
attended World Intellectual Property Day organized by ICAR-CICR — Institute Technology Management
Unit, Nagpur on April 26, 2023 virtually. Dr. Y. G. Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur chaired the
meeting and special lecture was given by Dr. Gosavi, IP Specialist, Nagpur.

e One day “Farmer’s training and Exposure Visit cum Input Distribution” program was organized on
28" April, 2023 at ICAR-CICR, Nagpur under centrally sponsored development action plan for schedule
tribes, DAPST (formerly TSP) scheme. During this occasion, a team of scientists and subject experts
comprising Dr. Dipak T. Nagrale, Senior Scientist & DAPST Nodal Officer (l/c), Dr. Ramkrushna G.1.,
Senior Scientist, Dr. Ulhas Galkate, SMS, Dr. S. H. Thube, Scientist and Dr. T.
Prabhulinga, Scientist interacted and guided the tribal farmers on several issues of cotton crop
production, pests and diseases management, farm mechanization, cotton post-harvest management
practices, animal husbandry and integrated farming systems. The program was guided and presided over
by Dr. YG Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur and addressed by participant farmers.

¢ Dr YG Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR participated in 49t Meeting of the Board of Management of Navsari
Agricultural University (NAU) organized on 28.04.2023 in virtual mode.

eDr. YG Prasad, Director, ICAR - CICR, Nagpur organized a program to watch the telecasted program of
Man Ki Baat delivered by Honorable Prime Minister of India, Shri. Narendra Modi on 30.04.2023 in the
KVK training hall. Fifty farmers, KVK staff and other stakeholders participated in the program.

e Dr. Rishi Kumar, Head (l/c) &amp; Principal Scientist (Entomology) and Dr. Debashis Paul, Scientist
(Seed Technology) from ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Sirsa performed one layer of coding of GEAC trial
‘Evaluation of GEAC approved Bt Cotton hybrids for the North Zone’ on April 28, 2023 at Regional
Research Station, PAU, Bathinda.
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Cotton Scenario during the month of April ‘2023
Dr. Isabella Agarwal, Principal Scientist Economics, CICR, RS, Coimbatore

International cotton prices as measured by the Cotlook A Index continued to decline overall during April,
falling into the low 90s US cents per |Ib towards the end of the month, before an encouraging US export
report stimulated a sharp upward move on the last day of the period in view. The A Index registered its
highest point for the period on April 19 (98.15 cents per Ib) and fell to a low of 91.45 on April 27. While
Indian mills are seeing strong demand for cotton due to greater cotton consumption, global cotton prices
are trading at a four-month low as a result of poor demand. This year’s decline in cotton exports is another
factor driving up cotton prices. Yet, up until March, India was able to export 1.2 million bales of cotton.
Spinning mills are currently operating at full capacity and are profitable. Given that demand is shifting to
India while China and Bangladesh are slowing down, the future of Indian spinning mills appears bright.

Cotton arrivals have picked up after a delay, indicating that production in India will be better this year though
subdued demand may keep consumption down. Cotton arrivals in India increased to a three-year high
across agricultural produce marketing committee (APMC) yards in the growing regions in March.

This is in view of the natural fibre prices stabilising between Rs 60,000 and Rs.62,000 a candy (356 kg)
and the quality of the arrivals being good, as opined by traders and industry leaders. Cotton arrivals
between March 1 and 18 were at a three - year high at 2.43 lakh tonnes.
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The cotton market arrivals were 307 thousand tonnes in 2023 as against 115 thousand tonnes during the
same month of ‘2022. The arrivals were highest from the Central States with share of 60% followed by
Telengana to the tune of 21%. The rest of the cotton growing States contributed around 19% of the total
cotton arrivals
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Cotton in Media
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 Dr Deepak Pental, former VG, I
on the dais are Dr Y G Prasad,

CICR ‘elebrates 47th Foundatlon Day

Ihi Un‘versnty speakmg at the event. Present
LA Suml Kedar, Dr N G Patil, Dr D K Ghosh.

RozanaSpokesman.com

" | Staﬂ Roporter

*THE Central Instltute for Cofton

- Research (CICR) celebrated its 47th

Poundation Day on Saturday.
Speakingon the occasion, Dr Deepak
Pental, formerVice-Chancellor, Delhi
: Umversxtyemphas:sedtomakeavml-

able global cotton transgenic tech- e

nologies to farmers quickly. He advo-

cated thei meortance of combining
classical breeding approach with

-modern genetic engineering tech-
nology to realize break through in

cropyields. Healsostressed theneed -
: toumiertakemtenswewxdehybﬂdl :

sation in cotton to generate more
genetic diversity and enhance tra:t

: values of newseed.
~ Also present were DrYG Prasad ‘
Director, Indian Council of -

Agricultural Research - Central
 Institute for Cotton Research (ICAR-
CICR), Nagpur; MLA Sunil Kedar; Dr

. DK Ghosh, Director, Indian Council :
of Agricultural Research - Central
Citrus Research Institute, Nagpur

(ICAR CCRI), and Dr N G Patil,
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S Dlrector, National Bureau of Soil
Survey & Land Use Planning (NBSS |
- & LUP), Nagpur. !

Dr Y G Prasad presented an f

overview on significant achieve-

- ments made by the institute during

the year and presented new prOJect

initiatives.
~ He informed about the release of

- new 11 new varieties, five of which
- arecompactand early maturingsuit-
-~ ablefor high density plantingsystem -
: (HDPS) in cotton. Sunil Kedar com-

mented the country’s agricultural
ector for being more than self-suf-

ficientand capable of increasing the -

per-capita income of farmers. Kedar
appreciated the effortsmade by CICR
on farmer outreach activities. Dr DK

d DrN GPatilcomplimented
CICR on its efforts for farmers’ wel-

fare. Two publications ‘Kapasika’ and
‘Cotton diseases anditsmanagement’
were also released on the occasion,

The Hitavada, 3 April, 2023

Sakal Agroone, 4 April 2023
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CICR fetes outstanding staff on foundation day

.Central Institute for Cotton Research (CICR)
celebrated its 47th foundation dayinan
impressive function held on April 1. Deepak
‘Pental, former vice-chancellor of University of
Delhi, South Campus was the chief grest. He
spoke about the importance of combining
classical breeding approach with modern
genetic engineering technology to realize
breakthroughs in crop yields. Severalstaffof
CICR, who excelled invarious fields, were
felicitated on the occasion. YG Prasad, director
of ICAR-CICR, Nagpur, gave an overview on
significantachievements made by the institute
during the yearand presented new project
initiatives. Heinformed about the release of new
11new varieties, five of whichare compactand

early maturing suitable for high density planting
system (HDPS) in cotton. Ex-cabinet minister -

and MLASnnI Kedar attended the foundatlon
day function and complimented the country’s

~agricultural sector forbeingmorethan

~ self-sufficientand capable of increasing the
per-capitaincome of farmers. DK Ghosh, director

- of ICAR-CCRI and NG Patil, director of NBSS&LUP,
Nagpur complimented CICR onits efforts for
farmers’ welfare. Two publications namely
‘Kapasika’ and ‘Cotton diseases and its

- management’ were released by the dignitaries.

Times of India, 4 April, 2023
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