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Bt cotton seeds distributed to tribal farmers of Hingna cluster under CICR – MGMG 
 
Team of ICAR-CICR, Nagpur, scientists of Hingna cluster under the MGMG Dr. Suman Bala Singh, Principal Scientist 
(Plant Breeding), Dr. H. B. Santosh, Scientist (Plant Breeding), Dr. Dipak Nagrale, Scientist (Plant Pathology), Mr. 
Rakesh Kumar, Scientist (Agri. Biotechnology) and Dr. Savitha Santosh, Scientist (Agri. Microbiology) visited the 
adopted villages (Mangli, Nandakhurad, Junewani, Salaimenda and Ukhadi) on 9 June 2017. Fifteen interested tribal 
farmers from Salaimendha village were provided with two packets of Bt cotton (G. hirsutum Cv. H-8 BGII) seeds each of 
450 g for sowing into one acre of area. The package of practices to be followed was clearly explained to the farmers. 
The scientists interacted with farmers regarding the good agricultural practices to be followed for current cotton growing 
season. The team has discussed the importance and benefits of soil testing to understand its nutrient status and how it 
can help the farmer to save the input cost incurred on fertilizers. As a result, farmers showed keen interest in soil health 
card. The procedure for collection of soil sample was explained in detail and they were advised to collect the soil 
sample from their field for testing.  
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