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Effective pink bollworms management strategy demonstration by CICR scientists to Hingna cluster tribal
farmers under MGMG

A team of scientists of ICAR-CICR, Nagpur Scientists Dr. Suman Bala Singh, Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding), Dr.
Dipak T. Nagrale, Scientist (Plant Pathology) and Mr. Rakesh Kumar, Scientist (Agril. Biotechnology) visited the
adopted villages (Mangli, Nandakhurad, Junewani, Salaimenda and Ukhadi) on 1%t August, 2018 under Hingna
cluster of Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav Program. The method of installation of pheromone traps were demonstrated
and technical know-how about observation to be taken for effective management of pink bollworms was
provided to the farmers. On the occasion fifteen tribal farmers from Salaimendha village were distributed with
two pheromone traps and six lures to each farmer for monitoring of pink bollworms in BG-II cotton hybrids in one
acre of area. The leaflets of “integrated pink bollworm management” and “safe use of pesticides” (Marathi)
developed by CICR were distributed among the farmers. Similarly, the recommended package of practices in
cropping season was explained in detail.

Scientists surveyed cotton fields of Kalamb taluka, Yavatmal district and for assessed pest’s infestation & HT
cotton cultivation

A team comprising of Scientists, Dr. T. R. Loknathan, Principal Scientist, Dr. Sunil S. Mahajan, Senior Scientist and
Sh. Bhumeshwar Fande, Technical Officer conducted one day tour on 18.09.2018 to survey the cotton fields and to
collect boll and leaf samples to assess the status of insect pests infestation, diseases damage and cultivation of HT
cotton in the villages of Kalamb taluka of Yawatmal district. With prior information to the concerned DSAQO and
SDO, deputed Taluka Krishi Mandal Adhikari Sh. Shubhrakant S. Bhagat and his agriculture assistant Sh. Borimal to
accompany the team for the survey programme. During the one day survey visit, the team has covered Joldhani,
Karak, Rasa, Malkapur, Khatri, Pathrad, Bori Mahal, Kamatwada and Galamgaon villages of Kalamb Tehsil. Overall,
fifteen cotton farmers fields were visited and fifteen leaf samples (10 leaf samples/10 plants per acre) and fifteen
boll samples (10 boll samples/10 plants per acre) were collected from rainfed as well as irrigated fields as per the
standard operation procedures provided by the Pl of the IRM project. General observations were recorded and
found that the farmers were mostly growing Bt cotton hybrids of private seed companies along with Arhar as
intercrop. Majority of farmers have grown Bt cotton hybrid, Ankur 3028 in their fields. Few farmers have preferred
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Tiger, Kaveri and Polaris Bt cotton hybrids along with Ankur 3028. The cotton crop was excellent in condition having
well developed boll formation, neat and cleaned field with negligible infestation of American boll worms. The
infestation of sucking pest was below ETL levels. However, rainfed cotton crop was needed immediate irrigation as
there was shortfall of rains in the area. Most of the farmers preferred to spray Confidor, Regent, Chiarchek, Monosil,
larvin, Lancer Gold, Neem Ark and Acephate insecticides in mixed form for attack of sucking pests and boll drop to
avoid the incremental labour costs of Rs. 300 to 400/- per spray per day. Cotton growing farmers were aware of
latest technology and they have installed pheromone traps and used protective aids while spraying. Few farmers
have adopted light traps also. The farmers were well conversant with the practices and appropriate guidance from
State Agriculture Officers and Assistants to maintain the crop condition.

Meetings/trainlng;attended
e Dr VS Nagrare Participated in Nagpur district level committee for pink bollworm management at
Collector’s Office Nagpur. The meeting was chaired by the Collector, Nagpur 14th Sept 2018

Newspaper coverage
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