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ICAR-CICR, RS Scientists visited salt affected cotton fields

As per the request received from Deputy Director Agriculture (Cotton Extension), Punjab, to identify the problem
and find the solution of cotton crop mortality in the farmer's field the ICAR-CICR Regional Station team, including
Dr. Rishi Kumar, Dr SK Sain and Dr. Amarpreet Singh visited cotton growing fields of Bathinda and Mansa districts
of Punjab. The scientists from PAU, Ludhiana a, Regional stations of PAU Bathinda and Faridkot were also the part
of this team. Few fields in the cotton growing areas in Bathinda and Mansa districts were observed to be affected
with salt toxicity particularly in the raised bed planting systems. Due to this the plants were observed with leaf
chlorosis and leaf margin necrosis and in severe cases plants were dried up. The severity of the salt toxicity was
observed to be in the range of 5 to 70%. It was more severe in the areas where cotton was in raised beds and 4-5
irrigations were provided up to 40 days after sowing. The results of soil and water samples collected from these
fields showed an EC level ranging from 7.5 to 8.9 dS/m and 6.5 to 7.2 dS/m.
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Monitoring of pink bollworm on Cotton in Adilabad

Dr V.Chinna Babu Naik, Scientist (Agrl. Entomology), ICAR-CICR, Nagpur along with his team visited three ginning
mills and six villages of Adilabad (State-Telangana) on 11th and 12th July, 2018 for monitoring and collection of off-
seasonal pink bollworm moths. The team also comprised of DAATTC (District Agricultural Advisory and Transfer of
Technology Centre) Scientists from Professor Jayashankar Telangana State Agricultural University (PJTSAU),
Hyderabad, visited Malpani Cotton Mills, SriniVasa Ginning Mills and RR Cotton Ginning Mills for monitoring of Pink
bollworm in catches/traps. In Malpani Cotton Mills, they noticed waste cotton lint harboured only four pink
bollworm larvae. However, the pink bollworm moths catches were recorded in Boraj (52/moths/10 days), Boraj
(32/moths /10 days), Neerala (145/moths /10 days), Deepayagudem (76/moths /10 days), Ponnari (38/moths/10
days), Ponnari (42/moths/10 days), Sukhandi (62/moths/10days), Talamadugu, (75/moths/10days) and
Talamadugu (32/moths/10 days) villages where the age of the crop was just 30-35 days (Fig). The lures and traps
were used based on AICCIP recommendation. The pheromone chemicals and lure change period was 35 days. The
scientist team suggested that if pink bollworm population will increase, there is need to suggest spraying of neem
oil 5 ml /L and mass traps need to be installed. No Insecticides sprays to be directed against the pink bollworm in
farmer’s fields if PBW population is below ETL.
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News coverage
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