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Reaching the unreached by technological back stopping through Training intervention 
 
Drs.K. Rathinavel, C. Karpagam, S. Manikam, K. Rameash, S. UshaRani and D. Kanjana 
Vellore is one of the known districts for cotton cultivation in Tamil Nadu. Cotton cultivation takes place in Kharif 
(Rainfed) and Rabi (Irrigated) seasons. The Elalgiri hills in Vellore district are famous for its tribal population. The 
hill station is not as developed as other hill station s of Tamil Nadu like Ooty, Kodaikanal, Palani hills etc., The 
economic condition of farmers in this region is not much developed. Keeping the tribal development in mind, 
awareness cum training programme on cotton cultivation and seed production was organised on 16.3.2018 for 
tribal farmers in the Elagiri hills, Jolarpettai, Vellore district under National Seed Project (Crops) Tribal Sub Plan 
2017-18. Dr. K. Rathinavel was the organiser of the training programme and the team of co – organiser are; Drs. S. 
Manickam, S. Usha Rani, K.Rameash, C. Karpagam and D. Kanjana. About 126 farmers were participated in the one-
day training programme. Technological interventions from seed production to harvest were provided to the farmers 
through hands on training. From the crop improvement side; yield maximization through CICR released varieties, 
principles of seed production, varieties and hybrids suitable for Vellore district were discussed. Crop production 
aspects; soil and crop health management for profitable cotton cultivation was explained. Crop protection side; A 
to Z about cotton pest management were explained. From the extension side various technological delivery 
mechanism available for cotton cultivation such as e- Kapas, mobile app etc were discussed. After the technical 
sessions, scientists - farmers interface was also organised. The critical inputs were distributed to the farmers. 
Farmers got much enthusiasm and conveyed their happiness by felicitating the scientist with shawls. The training 
programme end-up with the vote of thanks proposed by the training organiser Dr. K. Rathinavel. Different topics 
covered in the training programme: Aim and scope of tribal sub plan training programme, plant varieties 
registration, Principles of seed production in agricultural and horticultural crops by Dr. K. Rathinavel, 
Principal Scientist; Characteristics and yield potential of CICR released cotton varieties and varieties and hybrids 
suitable for Vellore district, Dr.S. Manikam, Principal Scientist; Soil health management practices for profitable 
cotton cultivation and seed production, Dr.D. Kanjana, Scientist; ITK/ Role of tribal women in conservative 
agriculture and seed conservation, Dr. S. Usha Rani, Principal Scientist; Integrated pest management practices in 
agriculture and horticultural crops, Dr. K. Rameash, Principal Scientist; Use of mobile phone application for cotton 
pest management and yield maximization, Dr.C. Karpagam, Senior Scientist. 
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An awareness cum training programme on cotton cultivation and seed production for Tribal farmers of Elagiri hills, 

Jolarpettai, Vellore district under National Seed Project (Crops) Tribal Subplan 2017-18. 
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