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Independence Day Celebrated at CICR, Nagpur, Sirsa & Coimbatore 
 

The 72nd Independence Day was celebrated on 15th August, 2018 at ICAR-CICR Nagpur. On the eve, flag was 
hoisted by Dr. V.N. Waghmare, Director (Acting) in the office premises followed by National Anthem. In his address 
Director highlighted the achievements of CICR. He appreciated the entire staff for doing work in team and also 
connecting the farming communities. After flag hoisting, the incentives in the form of cash were distributed at the 
hands of Director to the meritorious wards of employees for outstanding performance in school/college 
examinations.  

   
 
At ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Coimbatore the National flag was hoisted by  
Dr. A.H. Prakash, Project Coordinator and Head, CICR, Regional Station, 
Coimbatore. The bright and meritorious wards of the employee of ICAR-CICR, 
Coimbatore Mr. Vignesh M (Dr. S. Manickam), Ms. Anu Krithika G (Dr. P. Nalayini) 
and Ms. Sheetal, AP (Dr. A.H. Prakash) were awarded with incentives and were 
given at the hands of special guests Dr. Dinesh Kumar Agarwal (Director-Acting), 
Indian Institute of Seed Science, Mau, Uttar Pradesh, India. All the staff members 
of the institute participated in the programme.  
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At Regional Station Sirsa the celebrations was attended 
by all the staff members and their children. Dr. D. Monga, 
Head of the Station hoisted the national flag followed by 
the national anthem. In his address Dr Monga paid 
remembrance to all the martyrs who laid their life for this 
noble cause. He also mentioned the contributions of one 
and all involved in the mission for independence. He 
emphasized the need of hard work to make India faster 
growing and self independent economy. He also  mention 
the outstanding works of the scientists of India, sports 
persons, businessman and others to make India a strong 
and smart economy .The children of the staff members 
sung the song and recited poems. The outstanding wards 
of the staff members ie Mr.Keshav S/o Dr R. A. Meena 
and Mr Jayant Verma S/o Dr S. K. Verma and Ms Neelam 
D/o Sh Bali   were also honoured for their outstanding performance in tenth and graduation level examinations.  
 
Capacity building workshops on Cotton Best Management  
 

Based on an MOU signed between ICAR-CICR and 
Better Cotton Initiative (BCI), resource persons from 
ICAR-CICR conducted three workshops across the 
country in Rajkot, Hyderabad and Nagpur during the 
months April and May 2018. Dr. M. V. Venugopalan 
(Pr. Scientist, Agronomy) and Dr. Vivek Shah 
(Scientist, Entomology) conducted the session in 
Rajkot on 20th April 2018 which was attended by 73 
participants. Dr. Chinnababu Naik (Scientist, 
Entomology) and Dr. G.I Ramakrushna (Scientist, 
Agronomy) conducted the training sessions in 
Hyderabad which were attended by 58 participants 
from Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka on 
26 April, 2018. The third workshop was conducted at 
ICAR- CICR Nagpur on 23rd May 2018 and around 97 participants from Maharashtra and MP attended. During the 
session at Nagpur, in addition to the interactive and productive knowledge sharing sessions by Dr.MV Venugopalan, 
Dr. Chinnababu Naik, Dr. GI Ramkrushna, and Dr. Vivek Shah. At Nagpur Dr. V.N  Waghmare, (Director, Acting), 
ICAR-CICR delivered a special address and inspired the participants for taking cotton production and protection 
techniques learned during these workshops  to the grass root level to reduce the problems faced by cotton farmers 
in the country due to increasing cost of cultivation and emerging issues with pink boll worm resistance. 
 
The focus of the workshops was to train the participants on Best Management Practices for cotton through a better 
insight on soil, water, nutrient and pest interactions. Given the re-emergence of Pink Bollworm in most of the cotton 
growing states in the country, this issue was given additional focus. A special practical session on sampling 
procedures and determination of Economic Threshold Level (ETL) of PBW through dissection of cotton bolls was 
conducted in all the three trainings for the benefit of the participants. Methodologies to conduct demonstrations 
on farmers’ fields were also finalized during the workshop conducted at ICAR-CICR on 24th May 2018. In all 228 
participants including Production Unit managers and representatives from 25 implementing partners of BCI were 
benefitted through the training. ICAR- CICR envisages this capacity building programme is an essential step to bridge 
the gap between knowledge available with the researchers and current cotton growing practices and promote the 
sustainability in cotton cultivation in India.  
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Training on surveillance of pest and diseases of cotton & their management at CICR Regional Station, Sirsa 
The training on survey and surveillance for the scouts and Agriculture Development Officers of Sirsa and Fatehabad 
was organized at ICAR-CICR Regional station, Sirsa. Dr. Dilip Monga and Dr. Rishi Kumar were the coordinators of 
the training. Dr Dilip Monga delivered a lecture on management of disease of cotton with special reference to 
CLCuD and Dr Rishi Kumar delivered lectures on Survey and surveillance of cotton pests, IPM of cotton pest with 
reference to whitefly. The field practical on data recording for survey of insects and disease were conducted by Dr. 
Rishi Kumar and Dr. Satish Sain. 

  

 
TV talk/ Meeting attended/ visit of farmers/extension functionaries 
 

• ‘Sahyadri’ Doordarshan channel telecasted show on ‘Pink bollworm management’ delivered by Dr V. S. 
Nagrare on 11th May 2018 under program Amchi Mati Amchi Manasa.   

• Dr V. S. Nagrare, (Principal scientist) attended meeting at Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi on 28th May 2018 for 
finalizing report of visit by Inter Ministerial Central Team.  

• Chief Agriculture Officers of all 8 cotton growing Districts of Punjab presented information regarding survey 
and surveillance and other activities conducted in Punjab.  Directors of Regional stations of PAU Faridkot 
and PAU,Bathinda presented the status report ,Dr Rishi Kumar presented the survey and surveillance report 
of entire zone with respect to whitefly. Based on the survey reports, the strategy for immediate 
implementation was finalized. 

• A team of two Agriculture Supervisor from Distt. Hanumangarh, Rajasthan State Agriculture visited ICAR-
CICR Regional Station, Sirsa on 02.07.2018 to discuss the whitefly management strategies. They discussed 
in detail the management strategies devised by ICAR-CICR in detail. The copy of the pocket note on whitefly 
prepared by the centre was also provided to them for further publication and distribution among the 
farmers. 
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News coverage 
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